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Members’ Day 
 
Our next Members Summer Gathering 
will be at the Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus on Saturday July 13th at 1pm; 
the liaison committee meeting at 12. 
 
We will be joined by our SNP 
Spokesperson on Europe and Foreign 
Affairs, Stephen Gethins MP who will 
reflect on his time on the Foreign Affairs 
Committee while Boris Johnson was 
Foreign Secretary and give his 
assessment of what a Johnson 
premiership would mean for Scotland, 
the UK and Brexit. 
 
Fiona Stage and Alex West will provide 
an analysis and statistical breakdown of 
the Argyll and Bute SNP performance at 
the recent European election, which 
will be followed by group discussions on 
what local branches want to see ahead 
of future campaigns. 
 
Our Convener for the day, Breege 
Smyth will, as always, keep the meeting 
in good order and running to time. 
 
As we will be in a less formal setting, we 
can relax and bring along picnics or if 
you want to donate sandwiches or 
home-baking, teas or coffees, then 
you're very very welcome. 
 
 
Brendan O’Hara MP 
 

July Events 
 
 

Ayr Independence March 
Sat 06/07/19 

 
SNP Members’ Day 

Sat 13/07/19, from 1:00pm 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus, 

Lochgilphead 
 

Campbeltown Independence March 
Sat 27/07/19 

 
Yes Helensburgh & Lomond Stall 
Sat 27/07/19 from 11:00am to 

1:00pm  
Colquhoun Square, Helensburgh 
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Fulfilling a promise made to 
the islanders when they 
visited Westminster earlier 
this year, Argyll & Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara travelled to 
the Isle of Ulva on Friday to 
hold a Constituency Advice 
Surgery on the first 
anniversary of the community 
buy-out of their land.  
 
In beautiful sunshine, on the 
longest day of the year, while 
the community prepared to 
celebrate their achievement 
with more than 100 guests, 
Mr. O’Hara set up his stall in 
the grounds of Ulva House.  
 
Mr O’Hara said of his visit:  
 
“When I hosted an event in 
Westminster earlier this year 
in support of the community 
buyout, I promised I would 
visit Ulva on the day of the 
first anniversary and that I 
would hold an MP advice 
surgery on the island. I was 
determined to keep that 
promise.”  
 
“This was a hugely significant 
day for the community, and I 
am both delighted and 
honoured to have been able 
to be here to share that with 
them. What they have 
achieved, with the help and 
support of the Scottish 
Government’s Land Fund , will 
be transformational for the 
island and I think it is a 
wonderful example of what 
can be achieved when 
government and communities 
work together. The 
community know that I am a 
big supporter of what they are 
planning to do, and I am really 
excited to see how this island 
will develop for the benefit of 
the whole community.”  
 
 

MP holds historic surgery on Ulva to 
mark first anniversary of community 

ownership 
By Brendan O’Hara MP – 24/06/19 
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The All under one banner 

march for Independence took 

place in Oban on Saturday    

15th June. After a stop at the 

Green Welly in Tyndrum where 

we met up with some of the 

yes bikers, we decided to take 

the advice of a couple of them 

and drove up to the Bridge of 

Orchy Hotel where we were 

able to watch the bikers - and 

to hear them! What an 

impressive sight! 

We then headed for Oban and 

joined some 7000 people 

marching through the town. 

We were also treated to 

another drive past by the 

bikers. The atmosphere in 

Oban was fantastic and was in 

no way dampened by the 

torrential downpour just as the 

march reached the park 

Our MP gave a rousing speech 

and the crowd was entertained 

by some great performers 

including the AUOB pipe band. 

The day was rounded off with a 

ceilidh in the town and 

included fantastic live music, 

some more inspiring speeches 

and a further performance 

from the pipe band.  

 

 

 

  

Oban Independence March Report 
By Eileen McCullagh, Branch Organiser – 15/06/19 
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The SNP Scott ish Government has 
today announced it wil l  use new 
social  security powers to introduce 
a brand-new benefit to tackle chi ld 
poverty  
 
The Scottish Child Payment wil l  be 
introduced by 2022 for all  eligible 
famil ies with chi ldren under 16. The 
Payment will  begin for chi ldren 
under six by early  2021, with the 
payment set at  £10 per week.  
 
This new benefit wil l  provide 
support for famil ies on low incomes,  
reduce chi ld poverty and mit igate 
some of the damaging impact of UK 
Government austerity  and welfare 
cuts. I t wi ll  be paid monthly and will  
be available to all  children in el igible 
famil ies with qual ifying benefits 
inc luding Universal  Credit,  
Jobseekers Al lowance and Chi ld Tax 
Credits.  There wil l  be no cap on the 
number of children in famil ies.  
 
When fully  introduced,  the payment 
to around 410,000 eligible children 
will  be a substantial investment in 
famil ies most in need in Scotland.  
 
Earlier this year a report  by the 
United Nations Special  Rapporteur 
on Extreme Poverty made c lear that 
famil ies are bearing the brunt of UK 
Government polic ies  and child 
poverty is r is ing.  The Rapporteur 
cited the “harsh and uncaring ethos” 
of UK government welfare pol icy, 
which had led to the “systematic 
immiseration” of huge numbers of  
people.  
 

Whilst he condemned the austerity 
and welfare cuts of the UK 
government, he praised the Scottish 
Government for mitigating against 
them, but also said it  was 
‘unsustainable’ for devolved 
administrations to  mitigate 
everything.  
 
The Scottish Chi ld Payment has the 
potential to  reduce the relative 
poverty rate by 3 percentage points.  
It wil l  also help prevent poverty for 
famil ies on insecure incomes just  
above the poverty threshold, as well  
as chi ldren at  r isk of  material  
deprivation,  another of  our targets.  
 
Aileen Campbell MSP said:  “The 
Scott ish Child Payment is  one  of the 
most progressive pol icy proposals 
put forward since devolution. I  am 
proud this government has agreed 
on this bold, ambitious new benefit  
–  guided by doing what we know is  
right to shift the curve on chi ld 
poverty.”  
 

Explainer  
 
Scottish Child Payment  
 
The SNP Scottish Government has 
announced the Scott ish Child 
Payment, a new bold and ambitious 
benefit  to tackle chi ld poverty and 
provide a l ifel ine for families 
struggling to make ends meet.  
 
Earlier this year a report  by the 
United Nations Spec ial  Rapporteur 
on Extreme Poverty made c lear that 
famil ies are bearing the brunt of UK 

Government polic ies and child 
poverty is  ris ing.  
 
Whilst he condemned the austerity 
and welfare cuts of the UK 
government, he praised the Scottish 
Government for mitigat ing against 
them, but also said it  was 
‘unsustainable’ for devolved 
administrations to  mitigate 
everything.  
 
However,  the Scottish Government 
simply cannot and wil l  not stand by 
while the numbers of chi ldren in 
poverty are set to increase.  
 
Here’s what you  need to know about 
the Scott ish Chi ld Payment.  
 
What is  the benefit?  
 
This new benefit wil l  provide 
support for famil ies on low incomes,  
reduce chi ld poverty and mit igate 
some of the damaging impact of UK 
Government austerity  and welfare 
cuts.  
 
When will it  be introduced? 
 
The benefit wil l  be introduced for al l  
eligible famil ies with children under 
16 by the end of 2022.  We will  
introduce early  for families with a 
chi ld under six by early  2021.  
 
How much wil l e lig ible families 
receive?  
 
The payment wi l l  be worth £10 per 
week, providing much needed 
financial support to a 2-chi ld family 
of over a £1000 a year. I t wi ll  be paid 
monthly and wil l  increase annually in 
l ine with inf lat ion.  

 
https://www.jrf.org.uk/our-work/what-is-
poverty   

New benefit announced to reduce child 
poverty in Scotland 

By the SNP – 26/06/19 

https://www.jrf.org.uk/our-work/what-is-poverty
https://www.jrf.org.uk/our-work/what-is-poverty
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As Patron of the Scott ish women’s 
national footbal l team, I’m sti l l  
feeling a l ittle sore from the heart -
breaking result in Paris last week ,  
which ended our team’s 2019 World 
Cup journey.  In feel ing that way, I  
know I’m far from alone. Everyone 
who watched the match last 
Wednesday night will  have 
experienced the same rol lercoaster 
of emotions and sense of 
devastation when the f inal whistle 
blew. And, of course, however 
upset we fans feel,  that is nothing 
compared to the team itself  who 
gave so much and came so close.  
 
However,  despite the 
disappointment,  I  wanted to ref lect 
on the fantastic,  inspirat ional  
journey it has been.  
 
For too long women’s football  has 
been side-l ined, so to see the 
country come together to  back our 
gir ls  so  strongly has been 
tremendous. Our first game, against 
England, broke records as it became 
the UK’s most watched women’s 
footbal l match of al l  time, drawing a 
peak of 6.1 mil l ion viewers.  
 
And while our team may not be 
bringing home a trophy –  this t ime! 
–  their legacy is worth more.  There 
is no doubt that they have energised 
support from al l corners of  Scotland 
and inspired the next generation of 
young female players –  and,  I  am 
sure, male players too.  
 
As they return home, our gir ls  
deserve our praise, pride and 
support. They are role models,  who 
have taken women’s football  to the 
next level.  
 
The footbal l has of course been l ight 
rel ief from that other knock out 

tournament –  the Tory leadership 
contest.  
 
After being given a generous Brexit 
l ifel ine by the European Union, the 
extra  time should have been spent 
wisely,  putting plans in place for a  
second referendum on EU 
membership or revoking Artic le 50 
altogether.  
 
Instead, at the behest of her own 
party, Theresa May resigned and the 
country was thrown into even 
deeper cr isis and the throes of a Tory 
leadership campaign. And while it  
isn’t  yet over,  what a dire campaign 
it  has been so far.  
 
Thankfully we’re in the f inal stages 
now and it is only a matter of weeks 
before the next Prime Minister of  
the UK is chosen.   Though given that  
neither candidate is  a good prospect 
for Scotland, that isn’t much of a  
cheery thought.  
 
The fact is that Boris Johnson or 
Jeremy Hunt wil l  be handed the keys 
to Number 10 at  one of  the most 
crucial t imes in our history –  and the 
approach they take could seal the 
fate of  the UK for years to come.  
 
Normally,  it would be the electorate 
who decides who gets to  lead us 
through such turbulent times. 
However,  if  you thought that those 
careful ly designed leadership 
pitches of  the two contenders were 
in any way for our benefit,  you’d be 
very wrong.  
 
Despite the Tories losing every 
election in Scotland since the 1950s,  
it is the membership of that party 
alone that will  decide which of the 
two wil l  be Prime Minister.  
 
According to pol ling, the Tory 
membership is 70 per cent male, 97 
per cent white, has an average age 
of 57, with 86 per cent coming from 
the top social grade –  in other 
words,  it  is not exactly what you 
would call  representative of the 
population.  
 
However, it was another poll which 
shone a l ight on their views on Brexit 

that caught the attention of many 
last week.   
 
The study by YouGov fo und that the 
Tory membership would do almost 
anything to take Britain out of the 
EU, including “signif icant damage” 
to the economy and even the 
destruction of their own party, with 
61 per cent and 54 per cent 
respectively saying these potential 
consequences were prices worth 
paying.  
 
In fact,  such is the membership’s 
obsession with achieving Brexit,  this  
so-cal led ‘unionist’  party said that it 
would even support the break -up of  
the UK. 63 per cent of members said 
they would be prepared to accept 
Scott ish independence if  it meant 
getting Brexit,  while 59 per cent said 
the same about a united Ireland.  
 
Perhaps it’s time for the 
Conservatives to drop ‘Unionist’  
from their name.  
 
Read more:  ‘Brexit  is  more important 
than the UK’ –  meet the Tory 
members choosing the next Prime 
Minister  
 
To put it  bluntly,  the Tory leadership 
campaign is a  complete horror show. 
And Scotland deserves so much 
better than the current crop of 
incapable, incompetent Tories.  
 
The prospect of any Brexiteer 
becoming the next Prim e Minister 
i l lustrates the divergent paths that 
Scotland and the rest of the UK are 
on.  
 
Neither Boris Johnson nor Jeremy 
Hunt is f it to lead the country out of 
the dire situation in which we find 
ourselves. And whilst neither has a 
plan that is remotely c redible, both 
have pledged to deliver a hard Brexit  
–  even a no deal Brexit  –  which 
would be catastrophic for public  
services, jobs and l iving standards.   
 
The people of Scotland deserve the 
choice of a better future than the 
Brexit shambles offered by 
Westminster and the Tory 
leadership. As the Tory party lurches 
even further to  the pol it ical  
extremes in an attempt to pander to  
Nigel Farage and the Brexit  Party, it  
is time that Scotland had the choice 
of a brighter future as an 
independent nation able to c hart our 
own future.   

Scotland can have a brighter future as an 
independent nation 

By Nicola Sturgeon First Minister – 25/06/19 
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Boris Johnson or Jeremy Hunt? 
Two outcomes that will leave 
people across Scotland facing 
the worst of both worlds.  
 
The prospect of a man who sold a 
Brexit  lie on the side of a red bus,  
or a man will ing to follow through 
on those lies, regardless of the 
catastrophic economic impact.  
 
The prospect of a man who is 
willing to flog our valued NHS 
across the Atlantic to Donald 
Trump in a trade deal, or a man 
who has overseen the 
mismanagement of the NHS in 
England, as well as showing 
hostility towards junior doctors,  
during his time as health 
secretary.  
 
The prospect of a man who 
embarrassed the UK on the 
international stage as foreign 
secretary, or the man currently 
holding that office and who has 
continued the shameful policy of 
putting arms sales profits before 
peace.  
 
Whoever possesses the keys to 
Number 10, it’s clear that 
Scotland is looking straight down 
the barrel.  
 
With bumbling Boris leading the 
race and edging closer to 
occupying Downing Street, the 
threat to Scotland is growing. 
However, the toxic nature of 
Johnson extends well  beyond his 
policies.  
 
This is the man who described 
veiled Muslim women as looking 
l ike “letterboxes” and “bank 
robbers.”  
 
When he was editor of the 
Spectator magazine in 2004, he 
reportedly authorised the 
publication of a poem that 
described Scottish people as “a 

verminous race” who should be 
exterminated.  
 
He has also advocated that Scots 
should be banned from holding 
the office of prime minister, 
stating that “government by a 
Scot is just not conceivable.”  
 
In a separate column for the 
Telegraph, Johnson used slurs to 
describe African people as 
“piccaninnies” with “watermelon 
smiles.”  
 
At the 2017 Tory Party 
conference. he shamefully 
dismissed the victims of the 
conflict in Libya by saying that we 
only have to “clear the dead 
bodies away” before the north 
African country could become a 
tourist hotspot l ike Dubai.  
 
His comments are beyond 
sickening. That he is the Tory 
Party’s favoured candidate tells 
you all you need to know about it .  
 
That’s why at PMQs last week, I  
called on Theresa May to 
challenge the frontrunner over 
his abhorrent remarks. Her 
refusal to do so was damning and 
her si lence deafening.  
 
There was “uproar” from the Tory 
benches following my questions. 
Uproar because I  called out 
rhetoric that has no place in 
society. Uproar that I  dared 
mention his long l ist of racist and 
toxic insults.  
 
Let there be no doubt –  a Boris 
Johnson premiership will leave us 
with our very own mini-Trump 
who will stoke tensions and 
divide communities.  
 
He is simply not fit for office, let 
alone the office of prime 
minister. Meanwhile in Scotland, 
we have already seen Ruth 
Davidson’s flip -flopping on who 

she would back for Prime 
Minister –  f irst The Saj and then 
Michael Gove.  
 
Now it looks as though Davidson 
is set on gladly campaigning for 
the likely Tory leader,  denying 
that she’d previously accused him 
of lying. Worryingly, with a third 
of her  Westminster group 
publicly backing Johnson, the 
Scottish Tories wil l play a key role 
in consigning Scotland to a Tory 
government led by him.  
 
We deserve a better choice, a 
better future. A future that puts 
our economic and social 
interests, our l iving standards 
and livelihoods, our small and 
large businesses, our front-line 
services and our world -leading 
universities at the forefront.  
 
I  do not want to see the 
opportunities that I have enjoyed 
for years being ripped away from 
my children and grandchildren.  
But that is exactly what a Johnson 
or Hunt premiership wil l do to us.  
 
Both candidates have warned 
that they plan to deny the people 
of Scotland their democratic right 
to decide our own future. That is 
a threat that is not only 
unsustainable but also 
confirmation that the so-called 
partnership of equals was 
nothing more than a hollow 
slogan.  
 
Scotland’s future will be decided 
only by the people of Scotland –  
not by self -serving Tory leaders 
putting Conservative interests 
before the country’s interests.  
 
Our future should be driven by a 
commitment to delivering a fair  
and progressive society, not by an 
ongoing Tory feud.  
 
Whoever enters Downing Street, 
my message to them is clear –  the 
SNP will  challenge you 
relentlessly every step of the 
way.  
 
This article originally appeared in 
the Daily Record.   

Boris Johnson or Jeremy Hunt, it’s the 
worst of both worlds for Scotland 

By Ian Blackford MP – 24/06/19 
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The Royal Highland Show in 
Edinburgh provides an excellent 
showcase of modern rural life in 
Scotland.  
 
It is also a welcome chance to 
celebrate the success of one of 
our most important economic 
sectors –  food and drink.  
 
Everywhere you go there is 
fantastic locally sourced produce 
available to taste and buy.  
 
Scotland already enjoys a global 
reputation for quality food and 
drink. I want that to grow, which 
is why we are investing £5 mil lion 
to support a new food and drink 
export plan.  
 
But it is vital that children here 
also benefit from healthy, locally 
produced food. That is at the 
heart of being a Good Food 
Nation.  
 
I was delighted to launch a new 
Good Food Futures programme 
today, which wil l provide a range 
of education activities from the 
early years through to young 
adulthood.  
 
The £1 mill ion funding will also 
provide more farm visits  for more 
children, so they grow up 
understanding where their food 
comes from.  
 
And the programme will  seek to 
encourage more young people to 
choose careers in food related 
work.  

 
Ensuring that people have the 
right skil ls is key to helping rural 
businesses and industries 
succeed –  a new rural skills 
toolkit launched at the show is 
designed to do just that.  
 
And it  is people who are key to 
ensuring our rural communities 
and economy thrive. Farmers in 
particular play a pivotal role in 
producing food and protecting 
and enhancing our natural 
environment. Many are already 
playing their part using 
technology and more sustainable 
farming methods and land use. 
There is more they can do but 
only if we see them as part of the 
solution to our cl imate change 
challenges.  
 
When I  became First Minister,  I 
acknowledged that we needed to 
sort out our payments system 
that supports farmers and food 
producers.  
 
Every year since, we have made 
progress. This year, payments 
across a range of the CAP 
schemes began being made 
earlier than ever before. So far,  
we have paid out just over £500 
million to farm and crofting 
businesses,  and into the rural 
economy. That is 14% more than 
at this stage in 2018.  
 
Today, I  also announced that we 
have now met the EU payment 
threshold of 95.24% on basic,  
greening and young farmer 
payments.  
 
This is the earliest date this has 
been announced since I  became 
First Minister.  
 
Delivering progress on issues l ike 
this has been a key objective for 
the government I lead. Today, we 
showed that we deliver for rural 
Scotland.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon announces 
£1m Good Food Futures programme 

By Nicola Sturgeon First Minister – 21/06/19 
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The people of Scotland have 
consistently given the SNP a 
mandate to deliver a referendum 
on Scottish independence. That 
mandate has been reinforced 
through consecutive elections –  
most recently with the SNP 
winning its best ever result in 
Europe.  
 
But it’s  not just the SNP –  a  
majority in the Scottish 
Parl iament has also agreed to 
deliver a referendum on Scottish 
independence.  
 
At the European Elections, the 
Tories stood on an explicit  
platform to stop a second 
independence referendum –  their 
message was totally rejected by 
Scottish voters,  giving the Tories 
their worst ever result.  
 
The Scottish people will decide 
Scotland’s future –  no-one else 
 
The Tories are trying to block 
Scotland having a say on its 
future, despite receiving no 
mandate from the Scottish 
electorate. Even worse –  they 
don’t see why they need one.  
 
First  Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
was right to call out Tory 
arrogance, saying: “The Scottish 
people will  decide Scotland’s 
future, no-one else.”  
 
It would be a democratic outrage 
for Scotland’s democratic process 
to be shut down by a new Prime 
Minister elected by only 124,000 
Tory party members –  a party 
which scraped a mere 11% of the 
Scottish vote at the most recent 
election, and a party which is 
trying to force through a hard-
line Brexit agenda which Scotland 
rejected by 62%.  
 
Tories often cite “democracy” as 
a reason for implementing a 
damaging Brexit –  but when it  

comes to Scotland and the rights 
of the Scottish people to decide 
their own future, these same 
democratic principles vanish into 
thin air.  
 
Ruth Davidson is trying to shift  
the goalposts  
 
Ruth Davidson has tried to shift 
the goalposts for a new 
independence referendum, 
saying that it should only take 
place if the SNP win an outright 
majority of seats in the Scottish 
Parl iament.  
 
But the Scottish Parl iament was 
specifically set up with a system 
of proportional representation to 
prevent single parties holding 
outright majorities, and a pro-
independence majority already 
exists between the SNP and 
Scottish Greens.  
 
The Tories have tried to shift the 
goalposts on an independence 
referendum on multiple 
occasions –  no doubt they would 
move them again as soon as the 
SNP met the latest set of criteria.  
 
Most Scots agree the referendum 
should be “made in Scotland”  
 
A clear majority of Scots want a 
future independence referendum 
“made in Scotland” –  with 
decisions over timing and 
question to be determined by the 
Scottish Government.  
 
A new poll by Survation, 
commissioned by Progress 
Scotland, found that 58% believe 
the Scottish Government should 
decide whether there should be 
an independence referendum.  
 
Questions now stand for Labour,  
which once called itself “the 
party of devolution”. Will  it stand 
up for the rights of the Scottish 
Parl iament, or will it continue to 

do the Tories’ dirty work by 
denying Scotland’s right to decide 
its future? 
 
The reality is that Scotland’s 
future wil l not be decided by the 
Tories,  sitt ing at 11% of the vote 
in Scotland, nor wil l it be decided 
by the next UK Prime Minister,  
put into office by 0.2% of the UK 
electorate.  
 
Scotland’s future will be decided 
by the people of Scotland –  that’s 
democracy. And of course, with 
independence, the days of 
unelected governments at 
Westminster with no mandate 
dictating terms to Scotland will  
be over.  
 
Sign the independence pledge at 
Yes.scot and share it with your 
friends and family.  

 

 

  

The Tories want to block Scottish 
democracy – but where’s their mandate? 

By the SNP – 18/06/19 
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http://www.gov.scot/Home#slide/2
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
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http://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/opinion/
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/home
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