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SNP Helensburgh Branch 
 

    STRONGER FOR SCOTLAND  MAY 2019 

GLASGOW INDEPENDENCE MARCH ON SAT 04/05/19  

“Let us build that fairer nation and let 
Scotland – an independent Scotland – 

play our part in building the better world 
that we know is possible.” 

SPRING CONFERENCE 2019 
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SPRING CONFERENCE 
UPDATE 

 
Some 2500 Delegates gathered over 
the weekend just past at the 
Edinburgh International Conference 
Centre for our SNP Spring 
Conference. 
 
All resolutions passed including the 
Sustainable Growth Commission 
with amendment D with the aim 
that “the currency be ready for 
introduction as soon as practicable 
after Independence Day”. 
 
The Road Map to Disarmament 
passed overwhelmingly with an 
amendment that “welcomes the 
long-term future of HMNB Clyde as 
the main conventional naval base of 
an independent Scotland”. 
 
With preparation for an 
independence referendum now in 
motion it is time for us all to begin 
to politely and patiently persuade 
the soft noes to the wisdom and 
benefits of running Scotland from 
Scotland. 
 
And with the European Elections 
taking place on Thu 23/05/19 your 
assistance would be greatly 
appreciated with leafletting, 
canvassing, helping with our SNP 
stall, etc. 
 
Patrick Johnstone 
Political Education Officer 
 

MAY EVENTS 
 
 

Glasgow Independence March 

Sat 04/05/19 from 1:30pm in 
Glasgow. 

SNP Branch Meeting 

Thu 09/05/19, 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
at the Civic Centre, Helensburgh. 

 
SNP Day of Action 

Sat 11/05/19 from 11:00am to 
1:00pm in Colquhoun Square. 

Feel free to attend and lend your 
support. 

Yes Helensburgh & Lomond 
Meeting 

Tue 14/05/19, 7:30pm to 9:30pm 
at the Parish Church Halls, 

Colquhoun Square. 

SNP Members are welcome. 

Yes Helensburgh & Lomond Stall 

Sat 25/05/19 from 11:00am to 
1:00pm in Colquhoun Square. 
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Last week National Records of 
Scotland released the latest 
population statistics. They 
show that Scotland’s 
population is now at a record 
high of 5.44 mill ion people.  
 
The main driver for this growth 
is inward migration. In fact, 
over the next 25 years, all  of 
our projected population 
growth will  be because of 
migration. 
 
There is an important message 
here. While immigration can 
be a controversial subject, the 
fact is that Scotland needs to 
attract people to l ive here – for 
the sake of our own prosperity.  
 
If  we want to sustain public 
services and continue to build 
a vibrant successful economy, 
we need to grow our working 
age population, and that 
means encouraging people to 
come to Scotland to l ive and 
work. If we don’t, there is a 
real risk of our population 
going into decline – and that 
means fewer people doing jobs 
that need done, and fewer 
people paying taxes. 
 
However, immigration powers 
are not in the hands of the 
Scottish Parliament; instead 
they remain reserved to 
Westminster. And instead of 
recognising this major 
demographic challenge by 
developing policies to help 
encourage migration to 
Scotland, the UK Government 
is trying to severely restrict 
migration, not least by ending 
freedom of movement as part 
of Brexit. 

This is just one of many 
examples of a broken 
Westminster system that 
neither respects nor serves the 
interests of Scotland. 
 
And it demonstrates – as so 
much of the Brexit mess does – 
that Scotland needs to have 
more control over our own 
future. 
 
Since the vote to leave the EU, 
the agreed constitutional 
principles which have 
underpinned devolution have 
been cast aside by the UK 
Government. Scottish 
Parliament votes have been 
ignored and vital powers have 
effectively been taken away 
from us without our consent, 
 
In place of an equal 
partnership there is a 
democratic deficit. The status 
quo is broken. 
 
Twenty years on from 
devolution, instead of the 
Scottish Parliament having 
more influence on the 
decisions which shape our 
country, there is the risk i t will 
have less. 
 
Devolution was delivered by 
consensus, with the shared 
belief of putting the people of 
Scotland first – and if we want 
to protect Scotland’s future, 
we must seek to build that 
consensus once again. 
 
Whatever our different views 
in politics and on 
independence, these past few 
years should persuade us all 
that we need a more solid 

foundation on which to build 
our future as a country. 
 
We may disagree on how we do 
that, but it shouldn’t stop us 
from having the conversation. 
Indeed, I know there is 
potential for common ground 
between different parties and 
different strands of opinion. 
 
And it is vital that, as we look 
to the future, we do try to find 
as much common ground as 
possible. 
 
We’ve seen in Westminster 
what happens when parties fail 
to work together. I  believe 
Scotland can do better.  
 
It’s why I have reached out to 
other parties in the Scottish 
Parliament and asked them to 
bring forward proposals which 
will  equip Holyrood with the 
powers we need to protect and 
advance Scotland’s interests. 
 
Together we can consider the 
major challenges facing 
Scotland and discuss solutions 
that might help us to address 
them, whether that’s more 
powers to tackle poverty, 
powers to grow our population 
or powers to give us a stronger 
voice in the UK. 
 
Of course, it’s not just 
politicians who are invested in 
and have views on our 
country’s future.  
 
To ensure people across 
Scotland can also guide the 
conversation, the Scottish 
Government will  establish a 
Citizen’s Assembly.  
 
It’s a concept which has helped 
countries like Ireland find 
consensus on issues where 
people have divided opinions.  
 

Scotland’s future should be decided by 
us, not for us 

By Nicola Sturgeon First Minister – 30/04/19 
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We’ll  bring together a 
representative cross section of 
Scotland to consider in broad 
terms what kind of country we 
are seeking to build. 
 
In short, the conversation we 
will  have about Scotland’s 
future will  be an inclusive one. 
No matter your views, you will 
be welcomed with open arms. 
 
Recent polls show us support 
for independence is growing. 
For those of us who believe 
Scotland’s future is best 
served with independence, we 
must continue to build 
confidence in that case by 
answering people’s questions, 
addressing concerns, and 

inspiring them about the 
future. 
 
Brexit was not the choice of 
our country, but we will  be tied 
to that fate if we do not choose 
another path. 
 
A Tory minister told the BBC 
the UK Government should not 
agree to an independence 
referendum. They said, “Once 
you hit the iceberg, you’re all 
on it together.”  
 
Well, I  believe Scotland’s 
future should be decided by us, 
not for us, and if the UK won’t 
change course then Scotland 
must have the option to 

become an independent 
country. 
 
To ensure we have that choice, 
the Scottish Government will 
introduce legislation for a 
referendum, with the aim of 
passing it by the end of this 
year. That wil l  protect 
Scotland’s right to choose.  
 
The UK as we knew it no longer 
exists. Change is happening – 
the question for Scotland is 
what kind of change do we 
want to see? 
 
I  believe it’s time for us to look 
ahead with confidence and 
unlock the full  potential of all 
Scotland can achieve. 
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‘STAY IN SCOTLAND’ CAMPAIGN 
–  OPEN LETTER FROM THE FIRST 

MINISTER OF SCOTLAND 
 
 
Dear European Union citizens 
living in Scotland, 
 
 
I  wrote an open letter to you in 
2016 following the EU 
referendum where Scotland 
voted overwhelmingly in favour 
of remaining in the EU. We voted 
to retain the freedoms offered 
to our cit izens to live, work, 
study and travel within other 
European Union countries and to 
share these freedoms with EU 
cit izens from outside of the UK 
who have chosen to live here.  
 
Since then my message to you 
has not changed: Scotland is  
your home, you are welcome 
here, and you are valued. You 
play a crucial role in Scotland’s 
economy and public services.  
You are a vital part of Scotland 
not just for the skills  and talent 
you bring to our country but also 
the diversity and richness you 
bring to our culture and 
communities. 
 
As EU cit izens in the UK y ou have 
had to endure years of careless 
indecision on what the future 
holds for your lives, your careers 
and your families.  Many of you 
have been living in Scotland for 
several years and have built  your 
lives and raised your families 
here.  The hardest part  of dealing 
with Brexit has been meeting EU 
cit izens across Scotland, who 
want to stay here but who do 
not know what steps they need 
to take and whether their rights 
will be secured. 
 
Although immigration is  a 
reserved issue, as a nation, 
Scotland has a long history of 

welcoming people of all 
nationalit ies, and while the 
Scottish Government 
unfortunately does not have the 
power to simply grant the right 
to remain for those that seek it, 
we do want all those who have 
made their lives here to be able 
to stay. 
 
The UK Government have now 
set up a scheme where you can 
apply for settled status and in 
Scotland, we will take action to 
help you with the application. 
We’ve put together the Stay in 
Scotland package of support to 
help you to stay.  You can find 
more information at 
www.mygov.scot/euexit.  
 
We will be supporting 
community groups and 
employers to help them ensure 
you know your rights, how to 
apply, and can get suitable help 
and advice if you need it.  
 
In the coming weeks we will be 
issuing leaflets and information 
packs to individuals, employers, 
Members of Parliament and 
community groups. 
 
Cit izens Advice Scotland will 
deliver some of this  support for 
us, by helping those cit izens who 
would like to apply for settled 
status but have more complex 
support needs.  You can find out 
more at www.cas.org.uk/brexit.  
 
The closer we move towards the 
UK’s exit  from the European 
Union the more real and 
substantial reassurances about 
your rights and position in this  
country you need. 
 
As the First Minister of Scotland 
I  want to thank you for the 
contribution you make to 
Scotland. I  am proud to say that 
this  is  your home, you are 

welcome here and we want you 
to stay. 

 

 
 
Nicola Sturgeon 
First Minister of Scotland 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Nicola Sturgeon’s open letter to EU 
citizens living in Scotland  
By Nicola Sturgeon First Minister – 05/04/19 
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FREE PRESCRIPTIONS SAVES 
SCOTS ON AVERAGE UP TO 

£171 A YEAR 
 
Scottish patients are saving 
up to £171 a year on their 
prescriptions compared to 
patients in England –  after 
prescription charges in the 
Tory-run NHS rose to £9. 
 
According to the Scottish 
Parliament’s Information 
Centre (SPICe), the average 
Scot receives 19 
prescriptions per year. If 
these were charged at the 
new English rate of £9 each, 
people in Scotland would be 
out of pocket by £171 
annually. 
 
Healthcare should be free at 
the point of use for 
everyone – that’s why the 
SNP scrapped prescription 
charges for all patients in 
2011. 
 
In England, the Tories are 
putting the future of the 
health service at risk by 
opening up the NHS to 
privatisation, continuing to 
charge families a small 
fortune for vital medication. 
 
Only the SNP will keep 
Scotland’s NHS safe in 
public hands. 
 
 

SCOTLAND LEADS UK IN 
FIGHT TO REDUCE GENDER 

PAY GAP 
 
According to new analysis, 
increasing the female 
employment rate and 
closing the gender pay gap 
in Scotland could provide an 
economic boost of £15 
billion, equivalent to a 9% 
rise in GDP. 
 
Last month, Scotland was 
named the best country in 
the UK for gender equality 
in the workplace. The UK 
was ranked 13th in the PwC 
‘Women in Work’ Index.  
 
The SNP Government has 
achieved more in Scotland 
when it comes to equality 
than the painfully slow 
progress Westminster has 
delivered – demanding that 
all public authorities with 
more than 20 employees 
publish their pay gap every 
two years, doubling funding 
to support businesses led by 
women, and establishing a 
women returners scheme. 
 
With full powers, Scotland 
could lead the way on 
tackling gender inequality – 
something which will hugely 
benefit our workers, 
businesses and economy. 
 
 
 

TORY MSP SLAMMED FOR 
NHS COMMENTS 

 
 
Tory front-bencher Michelle 
Ballantyne has been urged 
to withdraw remarks calling 
for the Scottish Government 
to have “nothing to do” 
with the NHS. 
 
The MSP told a stunned 
Holyrood that “as somebody 
who has spent a lot of time 
in the NHS, I would be quite 
happy if Government had 
nothing to do with the 
running of the NHS quite 
frankly”. 
 
The Tory welfare 
spokesperson has previously 
been condemned for saying 
that “people on benefits 
cannot have as many 
children as they like” and 
claiming that “there’s no 
such thing as a bedroom 
tax”. 
 
The NHS is a treasured, 
publicly-owned institution 
and it is right that Scottish 
ministers are ultimately 
accountable for it. 
 
In England the Tories have 
waved through privatisation 
of the health service, 
forcing ordinary people to 
pay the price for effective 
care. 
 
An SNP Government will 
never allow for this to 
happen in Scotland. 
 
 
 
 
  

This week at the Scottish Parliament: 
Scotland leads UK in fight to reduce 

gender pay gap 
By Leo Condie – 06/04/19 
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On this relaxing Sunday 
morning, spare a thought 
for the 35 brave souls who 
make up the SNP group at 
Westminster and who will 
shortly be preparing to 
return there for another 
week. 
 
There is an old definition of 
diplomats which says they 
are “sent abroad to lie for 
their country”. We send SNP 
MPs to the House of 
Commons to tell the truth 
for theirs, but that is a hard 
job when most of the other 
615 members try to drown 
them out with catcalls and 
insults. 
 
And in recent weeks, they 
have also had to suffer 
another indignity – being 
part of the most watched 
farce on television. 
 
On Thursday morning, I took 
part in a long interview for 
a BBC Radio Wales series on 
the history of devolution. 
There will be many more 
such programmes over the 
next few months as we 
celebrate 20 years of our 
own parliament. 
 
But there is further reason 
to celebrate every day, 
given the dramatic contrast 
between what we have 
established in the last two 
decades and the decayed 

Dickensian theme park of 
past (and very past it) 
procedures and attitudes 
which characterises the so-
called “Mother of 
Parliaments”. 
 
In 1999, I was one of the 
founding members of the 
Business Bureau of the new 
Scottish Parl iament. This 
was itself an innovation, 
allowing daily business to 
be decided by all the 
parties, not simply dictated 
by the government as at 
Westminster. But we also 
had the task of setting up 
the daily procedures of our 
new institution. 
 
The first Labour Bureau 
member was Tom McCabe, a 
formidable Lanarkshire 
politician who sadly died 
four years ago just before 
his 61st birthday. As we 
worked together, I 
developed a huge respect 
for him. When we did a 
deal, the deal stayed done. 
 
Some of those early deals 
were about embedding best 
modern democratic 
practice, which meant that 
we were very wary about 
simply copying or adapting 
bad old Westminster ways. 
 
Accordingly, Tom and I, with 
Iain Smith of the LibDems 
and Lord James Douglas 

Hamilton of the Tories, who 
were our other Bureau 
colleagues, resisted – 
sometimes gently and 
sometimes bluntly – those 
who wanted, for example, 
gowns to be worn by the 
presiding officer, or the 
mace processed into the 
chamber. 
 
I hope that we were 
successful in helping to put 
in place the foundations of 
a modern democratic 
institution, building on the 
work of the Constitutional 
Steering Group which had 
already produced modern 
standing orders. 
 
I know that all our 
successors have continued 
doing that job. 
 
Best modern democratic 
practice does not include 
having a man in a gown 
sitting on a massive green 
leather throne bellowing his 
lungs out and roaring 
“unlock” at regular 
intervals. It isn’t people 
trooping through dingy 
corridors and being counted 
doing so, especially as in 
virtually every other 
parliament in the world 
members press buttons to 
vote and consequently get 
through more business in an 
hour than MPs manage in a 
week. 

Holyrood is a far cry from the decayed 
Dickensian theme park that is 

Westminster 
By Michael Russell MSP – 07/04/19 
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An institution that regards 
marking preferences on 
paper as an innovation –  
presumably they would 
have been more 
comfortable using vellum 
for an intervening century 
or so – is not an institution 
that can command much 
respect amongst ordinary 
21st-century digital citizens. 
 
Nor can one which is –  
during a time of ongoing 
and damaging austerity – 
going to spend several 
billion pounds to repair 
itself because it leaks water 
(as well as information) like 
a sieve and its bells (bells!) 
are in danger of falling out 
of their towers. 
 
And all that is just the set 
for what is played out in the 
place – knights of the 

English shires mouthing 
what used to be called 
saloon bar prejudices and 
doing their best to stop 
essential decisions being 
made that would prevent 
the worst economic and 
social crisis in several 
centuries. 
 
Politics, a Texas 
commentator once 
observed, is showbusiness 
for ugly people. I don’t 
claim that the Scottish 
Parliament is a beauty 
parade either in terms of its 
members or all the ideas 
put forward (we had one 
Tory this week backing the 
wholesale privatisation of 
the NHS). But it has sought 
to be as efficient and 
effective a servant of the 
Scottish people as it can 

and to be an exemplar of 
modern decision making. 
 
The opposite is true of 
Westminster, which is yet 
another reason to put all 
our democratic eggs in the 
Holyrood basket and have 
done with any dependence 
on, or involvement with, 
that House of Horrors by 
the Thames. 
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It is with an enormous sense 
of relief that I am able to 
write this with the UK still a 
member of the EU. 
Thankfully, we avoided the 
catastrophic impact of 
crashing out of the EU last 
week without a deal. 
 
It’s hugely welcome that the 
European Union rescued the 
UK from the disaster of an 
immediate hard Brexit by 
granting an extension to the 
Article 50 period and moving 
the proposed exit date from 
12th April to 31st October. 
 
But however welcome this 
breathing space 
undoubtedly is, it must be 
used constructively by the 
UK government – we cannot 
afford more timewasting 
and uncertainty. 
 
Scotland’s overwhelming 
vote to remain in the EU and 
the will of the Scottish 
Parliament – as well as all 
compromise attempts made 
by the Scottish Government 
–  have so far been 
completely disregarded by 
the Prime Minister and her 
government. That must 
surely now change, a view I 
made clear to Theresa May 
in a letter last week. 
 
The talks that the UK 
government is having with 
the Labour Party must now 
be opened up to include 
other parties, the devolved 

administrations and wider 
business and civic society. 
 
Even more crucially, if these 
talks are to stand any real 
chance of succeeding, the 
Prime Minister must 
urgently change her 
approach. In particular,  she 
must recognise how 
essential it is for Scotland, 
as an absolute minimum, to 
stay in the Single Market and 
retain freedom of 
movement. 
 
Beyond this, it is now 
imperative for any 
withdrawal deal agreed by 
Westminster to be put back 
to the people in another 
referendum, with the option 
of remaining in the EU on the 
ballot paper. The extension 
allows the time to do this 
and preparations should be 
made without delay. 
 
Thankfully, the Scottish 
Government has not had to 
spend the past few days 
worrying about we how we 
secure food and medicine 
supplies. That gives us the 
chance to reflect, instead, 
on how we have all ended up 
in this mess. 
 
We are in this dire situation 
because of a chain of events 
that have been spectacularly 
mishandled by the Tories at 
virtually every step of the 
way. 
 

They instigated a 
referendum, without any 
effort to define what leaving 
the EU would mean in 
practice. They ignored the 
issue of the Irish border, and 
since the vote, they have 
spent too much time 
appeasing hard line 
Brexiteers instead of seeking 
compromise. 
 
Most recently, Theresa May 
asked the EU to delay Brexit 
until the end of June, with 
absolutely no plan about 
what she could achieve to 
break the deadlock in that 
time. 
 
Her talks with Labour stalled 
because, as has been 
experienced by the SNP and 
the Scottish Government for 
the past two years, she is 
inexplicably and inflexibly 
tied to her red lines and has 
shown no willingness to 
compromise whatsoever. 
 
From start to finish the 
Tories’ approach to Brexit 
has been characterised by 
complacency, ineptitude and 
inflexibility, and as a result 
the UK is experiencing the 
greatest failure of 
governance in any of our 
lifetimes. 
 
Of the 27 independent 
countries that decided the 
UK’s future last week, 
twelve of them are smaller 
than or similar in size to 
Scotland. 
 
All the while, we have seen 
solidarity and a common 

Scotland should be a thriving and driving 
force within the EU 

By Nicola Sturgeon First Minister – 16/04/19 
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purpose from the EU and its 
member states. 
 
Indeed, it is notable that of 
the 27 independent 
countries that decided the 
UK’s future last week, 
twelve of them are smaller 
than or similar in size to 
Scotland. 
 
Scotland should be a thriving 
and driving force within the 
EU. Instead we face being 
forced to the margins. 
 
In fact, one of the greatest 
ironies of the UK’s attempts 
to leave the EU in a quest to 
‘take back control’ is that we 
have instead seen the power 
that small, independent 
countries actually have 
within the EU. 
 
Whilst most of the powers 
required to tackle the 
effects of Brexit remain 
reserved to Westminster, 
the Scottish Government is 
doing all it can to protect 
Scotland. 
 
That includes working to 
ensure that EU citizens living 
here are supported to 
continue their lives in 
Scotland. 
 
The fact the Scottish 
Government cannot 
guarantee the rights of EU 
citizens and enable them to 
stay is incredibly frustrating. 
They have endured years of 
careless indecision on what 
the future holds for them. 
For me, meeting the many 
people embroiled in such 
uncertainty has been one of 

the hardest parts of dealing 
with Brexit. 
 
It’s vital for EU citizens to 
know they are welcome and 
will be supported to stay in 
Scotland. 
 
This is why we recently 
launched the ‘Stay in 
Scotland’ package of 
support, designed to provide 
guidance for those applying 
to stay. It includes funding 
for community-based 
support across the country, 
an enhanced advice service 
within Citizens Advice 
Scotland for people with 
complex needs, and a toolkit 
for employers so they too 
can support employees 
wishing to remain in 
Scotland. 
 
The UK government 
continues to follow a path 
which will make its citizens 
poorer and reduce its 
standing in the world. 
 
I will continue to do 
everything in my power to 
ensure Scotland’s interests 
are protected. The question 
is, will the UK government 
finally listen, or will they 
continue to ride roughshod 
over Scotland’s democratic 
will and our future 
prosperity? 
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From free medicine to free 
education, taxpayers in Scotland 
get the best deal anywhere in 
the UK. 
 
Here are just some of the 
reasons why. 
 

• We continue to have the 
fairest income tax anywhere 
in the UK  with 55 per cent of 
taxpayers paying less in 
Scotland than they would 
elsewhere in the UK.  

• Council Tax bills are lower in 
Scotland than in England  –  
average Band D bills  are £499 
lower. 

• We are delivering a 
minimum 3 per cent pay rise 
for public servants earning 
less than £30,000 , a 2 per 
cent rise for those earning 
more and a cash cap on 
increases for those earning 
more than £80,000.  

• We have offered the highest 
NHS pay rise in the UK  –  
meaning pay rise for NHS 
Agenda for Change of at least 
9 per cent over the next 
three years. 

• We are protecting the 
concessionary bus pass  for 
everyone aged over 60 and 
eligible disabled people in 
Scotland.  1.3 million older 
and disabled people have 
benefited from free public 
transport through the 
National Concessionary Bus 
Travel Scheme. 

• Scotland benefits from £185 
spend per head more on 
health than the UK average.  
Under the SNP health 
spending is  at a record high 
and staffing is  up 10 per cent 
s ince we took office.  

• Prescription charges were 
abolished in Scotland in 
2011.  South of the border, 
patients are still forced to 
pay £9 per item. 

• We have introduced a 
scheme to make free 
sanitary products available 
in schools, colleges and 
universities  –  making 
Scotland the first country in 
the world to do so.  

• Under the SNP free tuition 
has been reintroduced and 
protected, saving students 
in Scotland over £27,750 
compared to the cost of 
study in England.  In Scotland 
the Tories want to tax 
students £1,500 a year.  

• We’re providing a healthy 
school meal for all children 
in primaries 1 to 3  –  around 
135,000 pupils  –  helping 
improve their health and 
ability to learn. 

• All families with new-born 
babies are entitled  to a Baby 
Box , full of essential items 
for their child’s  first weeks 
and months. 

• Free, high quality childcare 
has been increased under 
the SNP.  Up from 12.5 hours 
in 2007 to 16 hours a week 
for all 3- and 4-year olds –  
and extended to 2-year olds 
from low income households, 
saving families up to £2,500 
per child per year in total.  

• No one in Scotland must pay 
the Tories’ hated Bedroom 
Tax.  We’ve ensured 70,000 
households, 80 per cent of 
which have a disabled family 
member don’t have this 
unfair tax hanging over them.  

• We’re protecting the most 
vulnerable households from 
Tory welfare cuts.  Over 
316,000 low income 
households in cris is  have 
been helped to buy 
essentials  such as nappies, 
food and cookers through 
our Scottish Welfare Fund.  

• By keeping Scottish Water in 
public hands, customers are 
paying less for a better 

service.  Water and sewerage 
charges for the average 
household in Scotland are 
£46 lower than in England 
and Wales. 

• Free personal care has been 
extended to people of all 
ages who are assessed as 
requiring it  –  regardless of 
their age, condition, capital 
or income –  backed up with 
£30 million of new funding to 
local authorities across 
Scotland. 

• In Scotland bridge tolls are a 
thing of the past.  Commuters 
have saved around £2,280 
since bridge tolls  on the 
Forth Road Bridge and Tay 
Bridge were scrapped by the 
SNP. 

 
And we’re committed to 
strengthening the social contract 
further. 
 

• We are establishing a social 
security system with 
compassion and dignity at 
heart.  Following last year’s  
successful launch of two new 
benefits  –  the Carer’s  
Allowance Supplement and 
the Best Start Grant 
pregnancy and baby payment 
–  Social Security Scotland 
will launch four new benefits  
this  year. 

• We will almost double 
provision of free childcare 
and early years education  to 
30 hours per week by August 
2020, saving families more 
than £4,500 per child per 
year. 

• Free healthy school meals 
will be extended  to three- 
and four-year olds as well as 
eligible two-year olds who 
will benefit  from the 
expansion of childcare 
provision. 

• We are extending the 
concessionary bus pass to 
companions of eligible 
disabled children under five.  
We will also continue to 
explore options to provide 
free bus travel for Modern 
Apprentices. 

Scotland: the best deal for taxpayers of 
anywhere in the UK 

By Jennie Gollan – 08/04/19 
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Today marks the beginning of the 
fourth year of the benefit freeze.  
 
Like many of the UK government’s 
failures –  the Windrush Scandal, 
the shambolic implementation 
and rollout of Universal Credit, 
the appalling neglect of child 
refugees –  if Brexit  wasn’t 
happening, the disastrous impact 
of the benefit  freeze would be 
plastered across the front -pages 
on an almost daily basis.  
 
The benefit  freeze was 
introduced by the Welfare 
Reform and Work Act in 2016 and 
freezes most working-age 
benefits  at the same value as in 
2015/16. In practice, what this 
means is  that while Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) increased by 
6.6% since the freeze was 
brought in, the benefits  that 
many working-age people rely on 
have not increased at all.  
 
This Tory government has 
implemented a massive real -
terms cut to people’s income, and 
it’s  having a catastrophic impact 
on people’s lives.  The Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation have said 
the benefit  freeze will have 
affected more than 27 million 
people across the UK and will 
have pushed 400,000 people into 
poverty by 2020. 
 
On top of this, with Brexit 
pushing up inflation, the benefit 
freeze will cut another £4.4 
billion this year –  nearly a billion 
more than intended out of the 
pockets of those least able to 
bear it .  
 
The freeze includes benefits  for 
children, as well as support for 
disabled people looking for work. 
Targeting austerity at 
disadvantaged children and 
disabled people is nothing short 
of a moral outrage and this Tory 

government should hang their 
heads in shame. 
 
Theresa May and her government 
have taken almost no action to 
boost support for people who rely 
on social security.  In one year, 
the benefit  freeze cut will more 
than wipe out the total 
investment in the Work 
Allowance boost up to 2022 that 
was announced in the 2018 
Budget. 
 
Advance payments  of Universal 
Credit which are meant to help 
people during the five-week wait 
are, in fact, just loans that have 
to be paid back to DWP. And the 
two-child cap on Child Tax Credit 
is  taking thousands away from 
families with more than two 
children.  
Moreover, the revolving office-
door of the Secretary of State for 
the Department of Work and 
Pensions (DWP) is  both a tragedy 
and a farce. 
 
The idea that the Department 
chiefly responsible for the 
wellbeing of poor, elderly and 
vulnerable people is  being used 
as a platform from which Tory 
MPs can hop, skip or jump 
depending on which way the 
polit ical wind blows is  indicative 
of the contempt the UK 
government has for the 
disadvantaged and the 
marginalised. 
 
The benefit  freeze represents one 
of the biggest cuts to soc ial 
security we have seen in recent 
times, yet Labour didn’t even 
bother to mention it  in their last 
manifesto and the current DWP 
Secretary has shown nothing but 
apathy towards evidence of its 
terrible impact.  
 
The cuts imposed by the UK 
government have and will further 
entrench poverty across the UK.  

This is  a polit ical choice, not a  
necessity.  One of the quickest 
ways this  Government could put 
money back into people’s pockets 
would be to lift  the freeze 
immediately and up-rate benefits 
with inflation. 

  

Tories should hang their heads in shame 
on fourth anniversary of benefits freeze 

By Neil Gray – 08/04/19 



NEWSLETTER | Issue 18    14 
 

As a weapons system designed 
for the Cold War, the case for 
Trident is  non-existent in 2019. 
 
Nuclear weapons are wrong –  
strategically, morally and 
financially.  Yet, despite long-
standing SNP opposition, 
Westminster has written a blank 
cheque to base another 
generation of nuclear weapons 
in Scotland’s waters.  
 
Here’s what you need to know 
about Trident renewal.  
 
1) Scotland opposes Trident 
renewal. 
 
Nuclear weapons have been 
based in the Clyde for half a 
century.  This is  despite the 
opposition of the people of 
Scotland, civil society, the STUC, 
Scotland’s churches, the Scottish 
Parliament and most of 
Scotland’s MPs. On 19 July 2016, 
58 of Scotland’s 59 MPs voted 
against the decision to renew 
the Trident nuclear weapons 
system. 
 
The latest Survation poll found 
that, excluding people who don’t 
know, 56% of people in Scotland 
oppose the renewal of Trident.  
 
What’s more, a 2018 YouGov 
survey has shown that 47% of 
Scots support  the Scottish 
Government having the final say 
over Trident, as opposed to the 
33% who support the matter 
remaining in the hands of the UK 
Government. 
 
In November 2017, Nicola 
Sturgeon signed a parliamentary 
pledge supporting the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons, the first legally 
binding international agreement 
to comprehensively rid the world 
of nuclear arms, which was 
adopted by the United Nations 
last year. 

2) Trident is f inancially 
unjustifiable. 
 
The Tory Chairman of the 
Commons Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Crispin Blunt, has 
calculated the total cost of the 
next generation of Trident at 
£179 billion over its  lifetime. 
CND have estimated that the 
cost may even be as high as £205 
billion.  
 
In t imes of imposed austerity, 
this  money could be far  more 
effectively used on improving 
healthcare, education and 
building a better future for our 
children, as well as investing in 
conventional armed forces.  
 
3) At the same time, the UK 
Government has cut defence 
jobs in Scotland –  year after 
year. 
 
The Ministry of Defence’s own 
jobs figures show that between 
2010 and 2015, under the 
previous Tory-led coalit ion 
government, defence personnel 
in Scotland were cut by 3,300 –  
that’s  an 18.7% reduction.  
 
And, if we go back further to 
2000, 10,170 jobs have been cut 
in Scotland, with an overall 
reduction of 41% –  compared to 
28% across the UK. 
 
4) Trident doesn’t address 
modern threats. 
 
The biggest threats 
we face won’t be 
deterred by new 
nuclear weapons. 
Security threats like 
terrorism, cyber-
attacks and climate 
change are not 
addressed by Trident.  
 
The gaps that need to 
be addressed are in 
areas such as 

maritime patrol, in ships and 
aircraft to patrol our waters, as 
well as conventional defence 
personnel and equipment.  These 
gaps have emerged as a result of 
under-investment and cuts by 
successive UK governments.  
 
5) Possession of nuclear 
weapons is the exception, not 
the rule. 
 
It  is  the norm in today’s world to 
be nuclear-free. Of all the 
countries in the world, just nine 
possessed nuclear weapons at 
the start of 2019. 
 
UN member states have voted 
overwhelmingly to begin 
negotiations on a treaty to ban 
nuclear weapons. In a vote in the 
UN Disarmament and 
International Security Committee 
on Thursday 27 October, 123 
nations voted in favour, with 38 
opposing and 16 abstaining.  
 
6) With independence, we can 
get rid of Trident in Scotland. 
 
Independence will give us the 
power to remove nuclear 
weapons from Scotland and 
being free to make different 
decisions than Westminster can 
save hundreds of millions of 
pounds –  money that can deliver 
direct benefits  for the people of 
Scotland. 
 
We want to see a world free 
from nuclear weapons, and an 
independent Scotland will be a 
principled advocate on the 
global stage. 

Trident – what you need to know 
By the SNP – 10/04/19 
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