
Michael Russell MSP
Member of the Scottish Parliament for Argyll and Bute constituency

July Newsletter

This is the first edition of what will become a monthly
newsletter aiming to keep constituents and agencies
across Argyll and Bute informed of my work both in
Parliament and in all corners of the constituency.
Please do feel free to share this and encourage

others to sign up to receive it monthly.

Welcome to my E-Newsletter

I started the month watching the downhill
bogie race, organised in Dunoon to raise

money for the excellent charity
Smileawi which, amongst other things, is

now helping to repair ambulances and
other emergency vehicles in the lovely

country of Malawi, an initiative started by
Alan Stewart who used to own a garage in

the town. More information can be found at:
www.smileawi.com

 

Following a busy morning on Bute including
a packed surgery, I was back in Dunoon to

meet with volunteers from Cathleen's
Cabin. The charity provide the opportunity
for a break for families experiencing severe
challenges in their lives. It would be nothing

without the hard work of its amazing
volunteers. If you wish to find out more
please visit www.cathleenscabin.org
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June saw a significant moment in the
Scottish Parliament as legislation to

introduce an opt-out system of organ and
tissue donation was passed. This was
initially brought forward last year as a

means of increasing successful donations
across Scotland. More information from:

www.organdonationscotland.org
Ferry Services

I met with Cllrs Roddy McCuish and
Rory Colville to discuss the need for the

remaining four Argyll & Bute Council
ferry services (Jura, Luing, Kerrera and
Lismore) to be transferred to a single

national operator.  I agree with the
Council's stance on this and have now

written to the Scottish Government
supporting the transfer during this

financial year.  I have also been active
in pressing Cal Mac for a much better
service on the Dunoon / Gourock run

which needs urgent and sustained
improvement.

Organ donation was not the only piece of
significant legislation passed in the Scottish
Parliament in the past month. In fact, it was

one of 6 bills which were passed at their final
stage in June. This included legislation to

tackle fuel poverty, an Enterprise Bill for the
South of Scotland and a major Planning Bill.
More information on this legislationcan be

found at:
www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/

Bills
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Mull and Iona Traffic Order
The narrow decision by the the Oban and
Lorne Area Committee to impose parking
charges at lifeline piers on Mull is wrong,

was undertaken without proper
consultation, goes against Scottish
Government Policy and will be very

damaging to the economies and well being
of Mull and Iona.  I am supporting the

communities to have this reversed and
welcome their decision to submit a petition
to the Scottish Parliament. If you wish to

add your name please visit:
www.change.org/p/tro-objections-argyll-

bute-gov-uk-stop-argyll-council-
introducing-charged-parking-scheme-to-

the-island-of-mull

#ScotParl20
At the end of the month, after
recess had officially begun, I

gathered with fellow MSPs, friends
and family in the Parliament to

celebrate the 20th anniversary of it
reconvening. 

I was particularly delighted to hear
the Brambelles musicians from

Cowal - perform at the open
afternoon (bottom right picture).

Michael Russell MSP:
81 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7DH

Telephone:01369 702011 Email: michael.russell.msp@parliament.scot
Facebook: Michael Russell Argyll and Bute SNP   |   Twitter: @feorlean    |   Website: www.michaelrussellmsp.scot

Pi
ct

ur
ed

 l 
to

 r:
 M

ic
ha

el
 R

us
se

ll,
 C

at
hl

ee
n 

R
us

se
ll,

 C
ai

le
an

 R
us

se
ll



DUNOON - Friday 5th 
COLL - Monday 8th 

BUTE -Wednesday 10th
LOCHGILPHEAD - Friday 19th

OBAN - Monday 22nd 
TIREE - Wednesday 24th

TARBERT - Wednesday 31st
ARDRISHAIG - Wednesday 31st
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ADVICE SURGERIES IN JULY:
I host surgeries in all corners of the constituency on a regular basis, below is
a list of surgeries which are confirmed to date. This list is updated regularly

so please do contact my office for an appointment

Having seen an increase of cases brought
to me through my constituency office and at

my surgeries across Argyll and Bute,
relating to our Mental Health Services, I
want to do all I can to help improve the

support on offer.
I am conducting a survey - launching online

this week - to gather insight and opinion
from service users, friends, family, staff and
anyone in Argyll and Bute with experience

of our Mental Health Services.
On its conclusion I will present the results to
my colleague, Clare Haughey MSP, who is
the Scottish Government Minister for Mental

Health with an aim to work together to
improve the services in all corners of the

constituency.
If you would like to take part in this survey

then please visit:
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/JYKKRHK


